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Venner's late secretary, Miss Loveday, was authorised
to sign cheques upon the latter for sums not 'exceeding
ten pounds. This privilege she continued to exercise
until the end of last year, when we were informed that
she was no longer employed by Mr, Venner. Upon our
communicating with Miss Loveday, she confirmed this."
" I see. But my point is this, Mr. Yeoward. Mr.
VennerJs whereabouts, since November 15th last, are
unknown. If he has not drawn upon his account since
then, it is difficult to see how he has obtained money with
which to carry on."
*' I appreciate the point, Superintendent. But the
difficulty is not so great as it appears to you. On Novem-
ber i5th Mr. Venner called here, and drew from his
private account no less a sum than thirty thousand
pounds."
Hanslet gasped. Thirty thousand pounds! It
seemed incredible that anybody should be rich enough
to draw so much money. For a second or two he sat
staring at the banker stupidly. " It seems a lot of
money," he said at last.
Mr. Yeoward made a gesture which seemed to suggest
that thirty thousand pounds was a mere trifle. " Mr.
Venner instructed us to sell securities to that amount,"
he continued. ** I should explain that on Monday,
November I2th, he brought here securities to the
approximate value of a hundred thousand pounds, which
represented, as he explained, the estate of his uncle,
the late Mr. Hinchliffe.
"Mr. Venner then proceeded to give me certain in-
structions. There were, briefly, as follows. I was to sell
sufficient of these securities to realise a sum of thirty-
five thousand pounds. He wished to secure thirty
thousand pounds of this sum immediately, and I
arranged "an overdraft to this extent for him, pending
the sale of the securities. This overdraft was to be upon